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Producers across the United States are familiar with the produce industry’s effort to minimize audit 

fatigue and promote efficiency in the food safety audit experience at the farm level. Many global 

retailers are requiring producers to complete farm audits complying with Global Food Safety 

Initiative (GFSI) benchmarking. GLOBALG.A.P. has partnered with industry leaders to offer a GFSI 

benchmarked version of the Harmonized Standard developed with United Fresh: the Harmonized 

Produce Safety Standard (HPSS). The HPSS is the only version of the harmonized standard that is 

GFSI benchmarked, thus fulfilling the requirements of many key retailers and buyers.  

Benefits of the HPSS for the Producer:  

1. The HPSS is based on control points and language developed by a committee of thought 

leaders in the industry. The team that developed the core control points for the harmonized 

standard include members of United Fresh, produce association representatives, 

government regulatory officials, certification bodies, retailers, and growers.  

2. The HPSS offers a streamlined solution for producers selling into the United States market. For 

producers exporting to the European market, the GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm 

Assurance Fruit and Vegetable Standard is still the recommended choice.  

3. The HPSS focuses on best practices for food safety at the farm level. The HPSS offers 

producers a mechanism to meet core requirements recognized by GFSI for the domestic 

market, without the additional non-food safety components such as worker welfare and 

sustainability. 

4. The HPSS can serve as an intermediate food safety audit for producers preparing to obtain 

certification under the GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance Fruit and Vegetable 

Standard for the international export market.  

5. The HPSS also qualifies for Option 2 group audits, allowing even greater flexiblity for 

producers.  

6. The HPSS is updated periodically and amended by an interagency committee, allowing for 

a strong industry voice and presence in the development and interpretation. This 

approach is in keeping with the management and execution of GLOBALG.A.P.’s other 

standards, which are reviewed and shaped by the participation of industry members in 

National Technical Working Groups.  

Getting Started 

Certification bodies are companies that conduct the audit. Certification bodies work with 

GLOBALG.A.P. to ensure the team of auditors is interpreting the standard consistently. Find a 

Certification Body that can audit the HPSS standard using our GG database: 

http://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/what-we-do/the-gg-system/certification/Approved-CBs/  

Read the HPSS checklist in our document center at this address: www.globalgap.org/documents  

Visit GLOBALG.A.P.’s HPSS website: http://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/for-

producers/globalg.a.p./harmonized-produce-safety/  

Do you still have specific technical questions? First, try to contact your preferred Certification 

Body. If you are unable to find the answer you need from your Certification Body, please send an 

email to northamerica-technical@globalgap.org. 
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